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Art Unit: 2164 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-47 have been examined. 

2. This action is responsive to Applicant's application filed 4/27/98. This application is a 
continuation-in-part of earlier Application No: 08/992,647 now US Patent No: 6,035,287 issued 
March 7, 2000. 

3. No claims have been added. No claims have been deleted. No claims have been amended. 
Claims 1-47 are pending. 



4. The instant invention relates to a novel system and method for trading asset bundles. An 
electronic data processing system executing a trade matching mechanism functions as a market 
intermediary and recombines assets from different market participants such that the requirements 
of participants seeking to acquire a particular asset are satisfied by participants seeking to dispose 
of the same asset. 

The data processing system operates continuously and market participants can submit new 
trade orders or bundles or cancel open orders. Matches are sought continuously in real time. 
These bundles are defined in terms of their size, and a set of values representing the proportions 
of each of the asset sizes. Each bundle may contain a subset of assets which the market participant 
seeks to acquire and a subset of assets of which the market participant seeks to dispose. A market 
participant with more than one entered bundle may specify substantiability among the entered 
bundles by specifying portfolio constraints into the data processing system. 
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As bundles are entered, the data processing system matches trades among the plurality of all 
bundles. A numerical value is utilized which represents the allocation of a particular bundle to the 
matched trade.Finally, the proportion of each asset in a particular bundle that is committed to the 
exchange is represented by the proportion of the asset in the bundle multiplied by the allocation 
value assigned by the data processing system to the given bundle. The elements that are specified 
in the independent claims 1,27,37,41 that differentiate the invention over the prior art are: 

(A)-applicant's concept utilizes a method to match a trade when there is a real market surplus of 
a given asset. Values are chosen by the data processing system so that the matching condition is 
satisfied. Valuations are represented by the proportions of each asset in each of the bundles 
forming the trade. 

(B)-applicant's concept utilizes a data processing system which may be a distributed processing 
system in the bundle trading market. Applicant's apparatus addresses the problem of market 
fragmentation of assets. Additionally, applicant's invention encompasses assets which may be 
non-monetary in characteristics in which case the exchanges are barters, although currency 
exchanges are not precluded. 

The present invention provides a method for hedging the acquisition or disposition of a 
portfolio of equities by offsetting transactions in futures, or options.These transactions take place 
in fragmented markets, because the nature of the assets is inherently different 
(derivatives/equities,etc). Because these assets are essentially decoupled, and trade in different 
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markets, trading them individually may lead to an overall loss due to the different volatilities of 
the different assets.In this way the present invention meets the need of a combined "bundle" of 
assets to mitigate the risk of loss arising as a consequence of the trading of decoupled assets in 
divergent markets. The cited prior art does not disclose limitations in the context of the claims as 
stated in the independent claims 1,27,37,41. 

Prior art does not disclose trading in bundles of assets to mitigate market volatility and risk of 
loss. This art of record includes: 

-Ferstenberg(US Pat. No: 5,873,071) discloses a computer method for intermediated 
exchange of commodities 

-Braddock(US Pat. No: 4,412,287) discloses an automated stock exchange 
-Kalmus(US Pat. No: 4,674,044) discloses an automated securities trading system 
-Silverman(US Pat. No: 5,077,665) discloses a distributed matching system 
-Silverman(US Pat. No: 5,136,501) discloses an anonymous matching system 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submission 
should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any comments regardingthis communication should be directed to the examiner, Dr. Geoffrey 
Akers, P.E. who can be reached at (703)-306-5844 between the hours of 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM 
Monday through Friday. If attempts to contact the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Vincent Millin, may be telephoned at (703 )-3 08- 1065. 
GRA 

March 6, 2001 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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